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Rommel Maranan, Associate Intergovernmental 
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Vita Onwuasoanya, Legal Officer, 
Office of Legal Affairs

Overview of today’s presentation
We will provide you an introduction of GA and ECOSOC elections in four segments.

Documentation

When we refer to a document, 
such as A/77/251, the 
document is available in the 
Official Document System.

http://www.undocs.org/A/77/251
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• There are six principal organs of the United 
Nations: the Assembly, three Councils, the 
International Court of Justice and the 
Secretariat. 

• The General Assembly, the only body 
composed of all the Members of the 
Organization, elects some members of the 
Security Council (SC), also elects all the 
Members of the ECOSOC, participates in the 
election of the Judges of the International Court 
of Justice, and appoints the Secretary-General 
upon the recommendation of the SC.

• In turn, the General Assembly, the ECOSOC 
and the SC elect or appoint members of their 
subsidiary bodies. Certain subsidiary bodies 
elect or appoint members of yet other bodies.

Macro perspective on elections at the United Nations

INTRODUCTION
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• “All elections shall be held by secret ballot.”

• “The practice of dispensing with the secret 
ballot for elections to subsidiary organs 
when the number of candidates corresponds 
to the number of seats to be filled should 
become standard.”

• Nevertheless, the right remains for a State 
member of the electing body to request for a 
secret ballot on a clean slate.

Elections and secret ballots
In principle, all elections are held by secret ballot. In practice, the ballot is dispensed with.

INTRODUCTION
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Different perspectives to keep in view
Each election is different but can be looked at from the following five perspectives.

Decision-making
Which decision-making rule applies? 
Simple majority, absolute majority, 
two-thirds majority?

Seats and eligibility
How many seats are available? 
Is there a regional distribution?
Are retiring members eligible?
Are certain seats dedicated to certain 
categories of States?

Presentation 
Who can present the candidature: 
Member State, regional group?

Endorsement
Are the candidatures endorsed by the 
regional group?

Membership 
Who are the members of a body: Member States, 
individuals, or a mix? How long is the term?

INTRODUCTION
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E-DELEGATE

Rommel Maranan



UNITED NATIONS | GENERAL ASSEMBLY, ECOSOC and LEGAL AFFAIRS 6

• The Department for General Assembly and Conference Management has centralized the 
digital services made available to delegates through the e-deleGATE portal 

https://edelegate.un.int/

• This password-protected portal contains links to general information (e.g. official 
documents, the Journal) and houses specific delegate-facing services:

– e-Registration: online registration of delegates participating in meetings 
– e-Speakers: inscription on the list of speakers 
– e-Proposals: sponsorship and submission of draft resolutions and decisions
– e-Candidatures and Elections: submission of candidatures and endorsement for 

elections held in GA plenary (starting 78th session) and ECOSOC subsidiary and related 
bodies 

– CandiWeb: information on elections and candidatures

e-deleGATE

E-DELEGATE

https://edelegate.un.int/
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e-Candidatures and Elections

E-DELEGATE

• E-deleGATE module to replace the 
email-based process of submitting 
candidatures and endorsements by 
Member States and regional groups 
for most elections

• Submit candidatures directly on the 
platform for elections and 
appointments held in the GA plenary 
(starting at the 78th session) and the 
subsidiary and related bodies of 
ECOSOC

• Contains up-to-date lists of 
candidates and endorsements, as 
well as information for each election, 
eventually replacing the Candidature 
Chart (pdf) circulated via e-deleGATE

e-Candidatures and Elections guide:
https://www.un.org/en/ga/pdf/guideline_e-delegate_candid
ates_and_elections_module.pdf 

https://www.un.org/en/ga/pdf/guideline_e-delegate_candidates_and_elections_module.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/ga/pdf/guideline_e-delegate_candidates_and_elections_module.pdf


UNITED NATIONS | GENERAL ASSEMBLY, ECOSOC and LEGAL AFFAIRS 8

CandiWeb

E-DELEGATE

• e-deleGATE service platform 
that allows for sharing of 
information on elections and 
candidatures of the different 
bodies



UNITED NATIONS | GENERAL ASSEMBLY, ECOSOC and LEGAL AFFAIRS 9

Candidature Charts

E-DELEGATE

• Contain the latest list of candidates, updated upon submission and/or endorsement of 

candidature by Member States and regional groups, and other relevant information
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Guidelines and references

E-DELEGATE

• Detailed information and guidelines for submission and endorsements of 
candidatures for elections and appointments of the different bodies
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Election Officers and Secretariat focal points

E-DELEGATE

• Names and contact information of Election Officers and UN Secretariat 
election focal points

• Changes to Election Officers should be communicated to the Secretariat focal points
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Information from Regional Groups

E-DELEGATE

• The regional group chair of the month may share with the Secretariat their 
respective chart for posting on CandiWeb

• Information is maintained by the regional groups
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• Access to e-deleGATE is managed by access administrators in each 

permanent mission. They can grant access to various modules of the portal to 
delegates in their respective missions. 

•New delegates should contact their access administrators to request access.

•Technical questions can be directed to missions-support@un.int.

Access to e-deleGATE

E-DELEGATE

mailto:missions-support@un.int
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Wannes Lint and Gal Buyanover
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General Assembly elections: what?

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

In order to see all elections 
taking place at a certain session, 
start with the agenda of the 
General Assembly: A/77/251. 

A reflects the Assembly,
77 reflects the session, 
251 the agenda.

List of elections taking place
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General Assembly elections: what?

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

In order to obtain detail on a 
specific election, switch to the 
annotated preliminary list of 
agenda items: A/77/100 and 
Add.1. 

77 reflects the session, 
100 the annotated preliminary 
list for that session.
Add.1 is the addendum 
reflecting further changes.

Details on a specific election
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General Assembly elections: when?

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

In order to find out when an 
election is scheduled, visit the 
schedule of the Assembly.

https://www.un.org/en/ga/info/m
eetings/77schedule.shtml

When is the election 
scheduled?
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General Assembly elections: how?

Detailed information is provided on e-deleGATE for each election on how to submit a candidature:

• Can the candidature be communicated directly by the Member State or only through a regional group?
• Does the candidature require an endorsement by the regional group?
• When can the candidature be submitted?
• May additional documentation be submitted in support of a candidature? 

Candidatures must be submitted to the Secretariat. Candidatures are not reflected if they are only submitted to 
the regional group.

How to submit a candidature

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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CandidatesVoters

• Members of the General Assembly, 
subject to Article 19:

A Member of the United Nations which is in arrears in the 
payment of its financial contributions to the Organization 
shall have no vote in the General Assembly if the amount 
of its arrears equals or exceeds the amount of the 
contributions due from it for the preceding two full years. 
The General Assembly may, nevertheless, permit such a 
member to vote if it is satisfied that the failure to pay is 
due to conditions beyond the control of the Member.

• Countries in arrears? See the UN website.

https://www.un.org/en/ga/about/art19.shtml 

• National capacity
• Personal capacity

• Resolution 71/323:

47. Further decides that the names of candidates for 
election by the General Assembly or by the Main 
Committees shall be communicated to the Secretariat, 
where possible, at least 48 hours prior to an election 
unless otherwise required by specific rules governing the 
elections concerned, and that those names shall be 
printed on the ballot papers, while additional space shall 
be provided on the ballot paper for inscribing other 
names, where applicable.

48. Decides that on the day of election in the General 
Assembly or in the Main Committees the campaign 
materials distributed in the General Assembly Hall or in 
the Committee meeting room shall be limited to a single 
page of information regarding the candidates, with a 
view to preserving the decorum of the Assembly.

General Assembly elections: who?

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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General Assembly elections: how?

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

“When two or more elective places are to be filled at one time under the same conditions, those candidates 
obtaining in the first ballot the majority required shall be elected. 

If the number of candidates obtaining such majority is less than the number of persons or Members to be 
elected, there shall be additional ballots to fill the remaining places, the voting being restricted to the 
candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes in the previous ballot to a number not more than twice the 
places remaining to be filled; 

provided that, after the third inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any eligible person or Member. 

If three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots shall be restricted to the candidates 
who obtained the greatest number of votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, to a number not more than 
twice the places remaining to be filled, 

and the following three ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so on until all the places have been filled.

Rule 94
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It’s election day in the General Assembly!

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Parameters

• Full membership
• Simple majority

• No regional 
distribution

• No clean slate:
- Three seats

- Seven candidates

A B C D F GE

61 66 71 76 96 9781
Ballots

192

69 81 8782
Ballots

160

Members 

193

Rule 94
“When two or more elective places are to be filled at one time under the same conditions, those candidates obtaining in the first ballot 
the majority required shall be elected. If the number of candidates obtaining such majority is less than the number of persons or 
Members to be elected, there shall be additional ballots to fill the remaining places, the voting being restricted to the candidates 
obtaining the greatest number of votes in the previous ballot to a number not more than twice the places remaining to be filled[.]

Round

1

Round

2
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THE ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL COUNCIL

Rachel Stein-Holmes

Elections, nominations, confirmations and appointments
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• Functional commissions

• Standing committees

• Ad hoc bodies 

• Expert bodies composed of 
governmental experts

• Expert bodies composed of 
members serving in their 
personal capacity

• Related bodies

*The General Assembly elects 
the members of ECOSOC
1. 

ECOSOC

ECOSOC elections: what?

• Regular vacancies

• Outstanding vacancies

• Elections

• Nominations

• Confirmations

• Appointments
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E/2023/1:
• E: Economic and Social 

Council documentation
• 2023 reflects the session 

(July-to-July cycle) 
• 1: reflects the dedicated 

Council agenda symbol

• Standard item included 
annually on “Elections, 
nominations, confirmations 
and appointments”.

1. 

ECOSOC

ECOSOC elections: what?

ECOSOC agenda 
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ECOSOC elections: what?

ECOSOC

In order to obtain detail on a 
specific election, switch to the 
addendum to the annotated 
agenda for the Council 
dedicated solely to elections: 
E/2023/100/Add.1. 

2023 reflects the session, 
100 the annotated agenda
Add.1 the addendum number

Details on a specific regular 
elections
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ECOSOC elections: what?

ECOSOC

In order to obtain detail on a 
specific bodies, mandates, 
current members, vacancies 
review the Secretary-General’s 
notes on elections, issued as 
E/2023/9 and Addendums. 

2023 reflects the session, 
9 the 
Add.1; Add.2; Add.3 …. the 
addendum number

Details on a specific bodies
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ECOSOC elections: what?

ECOSOC

E/2019/INF/3 

2019: reflects the session
INF: reflects its an “information 
note” issued in English only

A/77/3
Report of the Economic and
Social Council – extensive 
annex III on Composition of the 
Economic and Social Council 
and its subsidiary and related 
bodies 

Details on ECOSOC 
subsidiaries and related 
bodies
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ECOSOC elections: when?

ECOSOC

Mandated to hold annual 
election meetings 
(A/RES/72/305, as reconfirmed 
in A/RES/75/290 A)

E/RES/2023/1 ‘Working 
arrangements for the 2023 
session of the Economic and 
Social Council’ 

RES: refers to a resolution
2023: reflects the session
1: assigned number to the 
resolution

When is the election 
scheduled?
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CandidatesVoters 

• Members of the Economic and Social Council 
(54 States Members of the UN, elected by the 
General Assembly)

• ECOSOC Rules of Procedure: Rules 68-70

• National capacity

• Personal capacity

• Mandates on terms and distribution of seats, 
specific requirements

• Memberships based on equitable geographical 
distribution

ECOSOC elections: who?

ECOSOC



UNITED NATIONS | GENERAL ASSEMBLY, ECOSOC and LEGAL AFFAIRS 30

Candidates for 5 April 2023
elections 

List of candidates for election

– Currently a  transition period 
with eCandidatures.

- The list of candidatures is 
regularly updated and circulated 
through the e-delegate portal 
and posted in Candiweb. 

- Candidates should be 
submitted through 
eCandidatures or by official 
communication to the ECOSOC 
Secretariat. Notes verbales that 
are circulated within regional 
groups only do not constitute a 
submission of candidature.

ECOSOC elections: who?

ECOSOC
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RULES OF PROCEDURE

Vita Onwuasoanya
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• Quorum: the presence of a majority of members
– Rule 67 of the General Assembly Rules of Procedure
– Rule 41 of the ECOSOC Rules of Procedure

• Conduct of elections
– Rules 92 to 94 of the General Assembly Rules of Procedure
– Rules 68 to 70 of the ECOSOC Rules of Procedure

• Elections are Member State led process
• Tellers are there to oversee the overall election process, in particular the counting.  

How elections are conducted
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• Clean Slate 
– Rule 68 of ECOSOC Rules of Procedure
– Paragraph 16 of Annex V of the General Assembly Rules of Procedure

• For certain elections, even if there is a clean slate, there is still a need to conduct the 
elections by secret ballot. Examples. 
– Security Council 
– ECOSOC 
– Human Rights Council 

• If there is an objection or a request for a vote, even if there is a clean slate, proceed to 
elections by secret ballot on the slate.

What is a clean slate?

RULES OF PROCEDURE
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The telling process

• When the ballot is empty

• (Notations will be 
disregarded.)

Members present and voting Invalid ballots Abstentions

• Examples:
- More votes than the number 

of seats
- Voting only for non-eligible 

candidates (where write-in is 
possible)

For the purposes of these rules, the 
phrase "members present and voting" 
means members casting an 
affirmative or negative vote. Members 
which abstain from voting are 
considered as not voting.

• Rule 86 of the General 
Assembly Rules of Procedure

• Rule 60 of the ECOSOC Rules 
of Procedure

• NOTE: Invalid ballots and 
abstentions are not counted as 
members present and voting 
and are deducted from total 
number of ballots cast.

RULES OF PROCEDURE
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• Candidates who obtain the highest number votes and the required majority are elected 

– How do you calculate the required majority? 
– What about a tie vote? 

• If only one person or Member is to be elected and no candidate obtains 
majority in first ballot = second restricted ballot for two candidates with largest number 
of votes 

• If second ballot = tie, President shall decide by drawing lots (Rule 93(GA)/ Rule 69 (ECOSOC) 

• Special ballot: Occurs when there is a tie in the first ballot among candidates with second 
largest number of votes, or between three or more candidates obtaining largest number of 
votes (Rule 69 (ECOSOC))

• Further tie = drawing of lots by President

 

Who gets elected?   

RULES OF PROCEDURE

First round 
(first restricted)

Second round 
(second restricted)

Tie = drawing of lots
(by President)
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• If vacancies remain after the first round: If 2/3 majority required or, where 
two/more elective places are to be filled and number of candidates obtaining majority is 
less than number of persons or members to be elected, there shall be additional ballots 

• "After the third inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any eligible person or Member".
• If further rounds are required: 3 unrestricted; 3 restricted, then 3 unrestricted (until all 

seats are filled). 

Who gets elected (cont.)?  

RULES OF PROCEDURE

First round 
(first restricted)

Second round 
(second restricted)

Third round
(third restricted)
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• Text 
content (16 
point Arial 
in Very 
Dark Grey)

Elections in the GA

ECOSOC

(e.g., A/75/PV.73 (by-elections 
and regular elections) and 
A/76/PV.52(by-election)) 

Source: UN Photo Digital Asset Management 

RULES OF PROCEDURE

International Law Commission

(e.g., A/76/PV.32 )
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Only members can vote 

Summary Record of Elections in ECOSOC 
see e.g.,: E/2021/SR.6 and SR.7

Elections in ECOSOC 

1. 
Source: UN Photo 

RULES OF PROCEDURE


