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Uncertain Times,
Unsettled Lives:
Shaping our Future

In a
Transforming World
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What’s standing
in the way of our
acting together?



Dur societies are increasingly divided

® Uncertainty and insecurity are driving
divisions between groups in society and
affecting our ability to cooperate and
engage in dialogue with each other.

® Human insecurity is linked to political
extremism, diminished trust and lower
individual agency.

® We are seeing democratic backsliding and
intensified polarization across the
world.

People who feel more insecure tend to hold
more extreme preferences
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Source: Human Development Report Office based on World Values Survey, waves 6 and 7.




Our societies are increasingly divided

Trust declines with social distance more steeply at lower incomes and higher insecurity

Interpersonal trust and social groups (% of population)
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Our societies are increasingly divided

Human Development

Human insecurity
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Scale

Structure Technqlogy:
potential enabler
Information fidelity and disruptor

Algorithmic decision-making




Advancing human
development in
uncertain times




Uncertainty can also break open our @
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Uncertainty can also break open our
iImaginations — we must embrace it
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Note: Figure is illustrative.
Source: Human Development Report Office based on Brynjolfsson (2022).



Charting paths to
transformation



New
Uncertainty
Complex

Cultural mismatches

Inadequate institutions (values, beliefs & social norms)

Recognition

Representation



How to navigate uncertainty?

Provision of global public goods
Complex governance and institutions

Nature based human development

Preparation to face environmental changes

Adaptive peacebuilding « Macroprudential policies

Energy efficiency « Saocial protection
Social innovation « Access to basic services

Misinformation regulation
and media literacy

Data and measurements

Protection of human rights

Public deliberation

Ll

Remove barriers
for participation

Expand Human
Development

Source: Human Development Report Office.



How to enable cultural change?

Human rights laws

Change scripts and narratives

Media campaigns to prevent discrimination
Reduce mental health stigma

Recognition

Increase diversity

in public spaces Educational curricula

Schools embodying diversity
Horizontal teaching practices
Capacity building of teachers
Prevention of violent extremisms

Transitional justice e—

Equal participation in .
decision-making * Representation

Support social movements o—

Accompany Cultural Changes

Source: Human Development Report Office based on Lamont 2023.









